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Overview of 1 Corinthians 13

vv. 1-3 The importance of love

vv. 8-12 The maturity of love
vv. 4-7 The characteristics of love. 

v.13  The permanence of love
I. The Misconceptions
A. Misconception of Faith- Substance
B. Misconception of Love- Feeling
C. Misconception of Hope- Wish
II. The Commonalities
A. What does it mean to “remain”?
1 Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

1. In reference to a place

2. In reference to time

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
B. What does it mean that faith, hope, and love “remain”?
1. The capabilities of the heart

2. The condition of the heart

III. The distinctions
A. Faith

1. Saving grace- The resurrected heart

2. Daily grace- The resurrection power

Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--

Hebrews 4:2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
B. Hope

1. The future

Romans 15:12 And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."
2. The present

1 Corinthians 13:7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

1 John 3:3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

C. Love

1. Motive

2. Character

1 John 4:7-8  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Ephesians 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

Ephesians 3:19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

IV. Applications
A. Implications- We can do it!

B. Application- Just do it!

1 Corinthians 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.
C. Motivation- Keep doing it!

John 15:10-11  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
