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I. The Theological Background of Work and the Image of God
A. Our side: The relationship between God’s image in us and our work
1. Before
Genesis 1:27-28  27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

2. After

Genesis 3:17-18  17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 

B. God: The consequence of sin and God’s plan of redemption

Genesis 3:19  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
1. The death and redemption of spiritual character – people

Genesis 3:16  To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

2. The death and redemption of spiritual purpose – work

Genesis 3:17  17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 

II. The Redemption of Work and the Image of God – It is God’s Redemptive Work
A. Redemptive work: Inherent value  vs. inherent redemptive value
B. God’s work: My work vs. God’s work
III. The Value of Work and the Image of God
A. Unbelievers
1. The need for redemption
2. The illustrations of redemption
B. Believers
1. The need for redemption
2. The illustrations of redemption
3. The power of redemption – recreating power/dual nature
C. The restored image of God
1. Creating love

2. Purifying love

3. Redeeming love

4. Serving love

IV. Questions and Answers about Work

A. Is there a distinction of secular work and sacred work?

B. Should I be a full-time minister or a lay person?

C. How do I determine my calling/job?

1. Affinities
2. Abilities
3. Opportunities
D. Does the redeemed heart redeem the world?
