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27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’”
16To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.

Introduction

· Many people have questions about work and the work theology in our church. Work encompasses occupation, studies, work at home, and taking care of your family. 
· I am personally blessed and satisfied with the work I do – I feel God has privileged me to do both what I enjoy and do well. But I know Christian friends who do not feel the same way. They feel that their job or profession is not meaningful whether it is business, law or even charity work and they question whether or not God wants them to go into full-time ministry instead with the thought that, somehow, being involved in direct ministry is more pleasing to God or more satisfying. I suppose that one element of this question is the familiar one of whether or not to go into full-time ministry and what factors should play a part in that decision. However, on another level is there a way to access the value of work based on the type of work one does? Of course there are some jobs such as drug dealing or sex industry that clearly go contrary to the nature and the will of God. But how should, for example, a corporate lawyer that helps various companies make and keep money judge his or her job in a Christian context? How about a professional athlete? When choosing or reevaluating a career, how should one do this biblically?
· What if you are stuck in a job you hate? Should you try to find jobs you want and what if you can’t? How can you be content with a job like working at a McDonald’s all your life? If this is a scenario that must happen what are some practical suggestions?

· There’s nothing wrong with working at a McDonald’s. I think you can glorify God by working at a McDonald’s if that’s the maximum capacity or ability that you have. But if you can do more through your education, I think you should do something else.
· I think a lot of Christians, including myself, think that “ministry” logically has priority over work, or for that matter, family, because we are dealing with the eternal destiny of souls. Practically, we give it more time, energy, and effort than the other areas. Should that be happening? Is that a false dichotomy? If so, how do we resolve that tension?
· I logically conclude sometimes that it is more effective and spiritual to devote oneself to full-time ministry and struggle to see how people can maximize their usefulness for the kingdom in the working world beyond being able to have more engagement with non-Christians. How do we understand that those called to full-time ministry is not somewhat higher calling than a Christian called to the workplace?
· I think Christians sometimes see work as the place to make money to provide for their family, give to church, and meet non-Christians so you can witness. Is that an incomplete picture of theology of work? Is worship to God within the work itself even if it is not spiritual as we often define it? My job is typing numbers into an excel spreadsheet. If so how do we understand our work as worship to God?

I. The Theological Background of Work and the Image of God
A. Our side: The relationship between God’s image in us and our work

1. Before
1. We are made in the image of God. That is an indispensible fact we need to consider as we work. How can we glorify God in our work?
2. We need to go back to the original context of work. It comes from God. Many people think work is a curse and a result of our sin – we have to work because of the fall. But that’s not true, even before the fall which was Genesis 3, man was made to work. There’s an indispensable relationship between God’s image in us and our work.

Genesis 1:27-28 says, “27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’”
3. Verse 27 describes who we are – we are created in God’s image. Verse 28 is about what we should do, work. We are made in the image of God, and God, in Genesis, is the one who creates and works. As people who are made in the image of God, we are commanded to work. We’re made in the image of God who works and we work to image him.

4. Verse 27 is about who we are – our character and being. Verse 28 is about what we do – our purpose and achievements. Through what we do, we show who we are. 

2. After
1. Sin marred this image. Our work is now not constructive but destructive because of our sinful nature. Before the fall, whatever we did would show the creative power of God. After we sinned, we show the destructive power of sin.
Genesis 3:17-18 says, “17To Adam he said, ‘“Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.”
2. The arena of our work (i.e. the ground) is cursed, therefore, whatever we do expresses our sin. Because of sin, we see decay, death, and destruction in the universe. In order for our work to be productive, who we are, our character, and hearts have to be right before God.
B. God: The consequence of sin and God’s plan of redemption

1. The death and redemption of spiritual character – people
1. There are consequences for man’s sins but through these consequences, God works in the hearts of his people, redeeming their character and purpose. 

Genesis 3:19 says, “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.’”
2. There was already a declaration of death before the fall. If you disobey, you will die. However, notice that even as He proclaims the consequence of sin, the purpose is repentance and redemption.

3. Death will come in two ways: the first is declared to women and the other is declared to man.

Genesis 3:16 says, “To the woman he said, ‘I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.’”
4. Physical death is a symbol of spiritual death. Spiritually, people are no longer able to relate, serve, or love God purely in their hearts, motives, or character. God could’ve killed man immediately but He allows them to live for many years. Why? So that in the anticipation of death, we can be led to repentance and dependence on God.

2. The death and redemption of spiritual purpose – work

Genesis 3:17 says, “17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.”
1. Because of sin, whatever you do is cursed. Man’s work becomes hard because in his heart he wants to serve himself, not God. Because of sin, death and destruction came to the whole earth. The ground was cursed, and death came to animals and trees. Everything on earth turned against mankind to picture our rebellion against God.
2. The entire universe was affected by sin. Cyclones, tornado, tsunamis, earthquakes, etc. all depict the curse – God’s wrath. God is using natural disasters to lead us to repentance.

3. Women are cursed through relationships and men are cursed through work. If a man’s work is affected, it affects his wife. If a women’s relationship with her husband as well as children are affected, it affects the man. All our human relationships are affected by sin. In addition, now man works for himself and his own self-ambitions. We no longer picture the image of God. 
II. The Redemption of Work and the Image of God – It is God’s Redemptive Work

A. Redemptive work: Inherent value vs. inherent redemptive value

1. What is God doing through all these difficulties and hardships? He wants us to repent and be redeemed. Our redemption is the key to the redemption of the whole universe. 
2. The first is inherent value and inherent redemptive value. When I accomplish this work, will it give me what I want? Is it worth it? Is it purposeful? If I obtain a certain result, then the work is valuable. This, however, is still only me-centered. What we should be asking is, “Does this work have inherent redemptive value?” Does it lead to what God wants? Not what I think is right, but what God thinks is right. 
B. God’s work: My work vs. God’s work

1. The second thing to distinguish between my work and God’s work is redemptive work and God’s redemptive work. Too often we are consumed by the thought, “If I do this, will it achieve something?” This puts all the responsibility on man. However it is a more complete and theocentric picture to see God as redeeming everything. It is God who is doing everything. In view of God’s sovereignty, it is not that we do for Him, rather it is what God does for us through us. We make choices, we work, but in the perspective of God’s sovereignty, it is God who is doing everything. Our value of our work is measured by what God is doing through us.

III. The Value of Work and the Image of God

What redemptive value is there as people who are made in the image of God?

A. Unbelievers

1. The need for redemption

1. We are totally depraved in our sinfulness. However, now that we are believers in Jesus Christ we have both a sinful and Spirit’s nature within us. What about unbelievers? They are made in the image of God but their image is marred by sin, it is not redeemed. Is there redemptive value in their work? Yes.
2. Through your work, you will realize the need for redemption. Death and decay are present in everything that we do. A house decays, money is wasted on someone else, and your name which you have made for yourself will eventually be forgotten. In everything that we do, it all leads to our death or the death of our work. According to the writer of Ecclesiastes, to fear and live for God, that is the only thing that counts.
2. An illustration of redemption

1. The intention of marriage, according to the book of Ephesians, is to picture Christ and the Church. The husband is ordained to be the picture of Christ and the wife is ordained to be the Church. Christ loves the Church and the Church submits to Christ. A good family can be a good illustration of the gospel. 
2. The traditional family involves a man being married to a woman. However, nowadays we see same-sex marriage occurring more frequently, which does not picture the gospel. Even a good marriage between unbelievers can be a redemptive illustration of the gospel.

B. Believers

1. The need for redemption

1. A believers’ work have both a Spirits’ and sinful nature.
2. An illustration of redemption

1. Imagine, you were an unbelieving married couple but recently became Christian. The wife submits to the husband out of love for Christ. The husband loves and is willing to die for the wife to picture Christ’s love. With the motivation of being pleasing to Christ, you can picture the gospel. Before they had a destroyed married image of God, now they are being restored through the presence of the Holy Spirit and Christ. Now there is incredible spiritual power in their marriage.
3. The power of redemption – recreating power/dual nature

1. The power of redemption is shown through the curse, through believers.
C. The restored image of God

What inherent redemptive value is there in all the things we do in our lives? The character of your love for God and your Christ-likeness are expressed through your work.
1. Creating love

1. God created the universe and planted man in the world to take care of the earth and represent God through their work. When man’s heart, character and spirit in work is restored, it shows the original intent of God – his creating love.
2. Whenever we excel in our work, it shows the redemptive creative power of God. His greatness and love is shown through our creations.

2. Purifying love

1. Whenever you don’t want to do something, it is because you want to do something else for yourself. You might enjoy work for awhile, but often you get tired of it because it is no longer feeding you in your selfishness. You have to repent of your sinfulness. It is your calling to picture God’s redemptive power through your work. God is using you in the midst of your work to become more like Christ. You are being purified.
3. Redeeming love

1. There is incredible spiritual power in people who are loving and serving the Lord in whatever they do. It doesn’t matter what you do if you do it out of love for Christ (excluding acts which are blatantly sinful). The redeeming, loving, image of God is shown through you.
4. Serving love

1. All work can be interpreted as a way of serving and loving other people. If you make shoes, someone is going to wear them. Whatever you do, remember someone is going to profit from your work. Even if you are helping people make money. That money is going to help feed their family. Our work should be a service and an act of love to others.
2. Whatever Christ did was an expression of love. Jesus fed people, talked to people, healed people, ministered to people, etc. To picture Christ in our work, we must learn to love people.
3. God made us interdependent. If somebody makes clothes, someone has to distribute the clothes, and someone else has to manage the stores that sell the clothes. 
4. Making a lot of money is not sinful as long as you are a good steward of your money. Spend your money on necessities without frivolities. The rest should be given to God’s work.
5. The system in the Old Testament was as such: the eleven tribes received land, they worked the land and then tithed to the church. The Levites lived on this tithe. Levites and priests did not receive land because they had to do church work. There is an interdependency even within the Old Testament body of Christ. Everything we do has to be an expression of serving love towards one another. We can relate with other people in our workplaces, not only through our work but also through the quality of our relationships.
IV. Questions and Answers about Work

A. Is there a distinction of secular work and sacred work?

1. Yes there is. Some people divide secular work into engineering, medicine, and teaching; and sacred work into church work, pasturing and preaching. For me, secular work means work done for your own benefit. Sacred work means work done out of love for Christ. The dichotomy is not the kind of work but the motive.

B. Should I be a full-time minister or a lay person?

1. In the Old Testament, there’s a clear distinction between a full-time minister and a lay person. The eleven tribes were lay people, and the priests were full-timer ministers. Being a Levite priest was not necessarily better than being a eleven-tribe lay person, it was simply difference in calling. Likewise, being a pastor is not necessarily better than being a lay person, it’s just a difference in work. If there are only pastors and full-time ministers, who is going to work? Who’s going to evangelize to the unbelieving lay people? It’s teamwork. We need both kinds of people.
2. We know whether we should become a full-time minister or a lay person through subjective and objective confirmation. Subjective confirmation - do you have that God-given desire and commitment to commit yourself to full-time ministry? Objective confirmation – do you have the gifts for it. Do you have affirmation from church leaders and church people? Make sure you have that confirmation in your heart, through your desire and commitment as well as objective confirmation through gifts and affirmation by other people.
3. Redemption of man is the key. However it is not just presenting the gospel in church work, it is a lot wider than that – it is in everything we do. Redemption can happen at any moment in our lives. Through the essence of our being, expressed through anything we do including such as our occupation, God is redeeming this world.
A. How do I determine my calling/job?

You have a choice. You are called to work, whether it is family, your occupation, or school. Many people have a narrow view of their calling. They think they have something, one thing, they were meant to do as if doing something else would mean you are not fulfilling your destiny/ God’s plan. You have a choice in terms of occupation. You need to choose the occupation that maximizes the glory of God. But how do you make that choice? Tim Keller put it in a nice way through three things:
1. Affinities

1. What do I usually serve people? What do I want to do? What do I love to do? What kinds of jobs make me go “Wow! That’s something I would love to do, something I want to do?” These are you affinities.
2. Abilities

1. Consider your abilities. What are you good at? Abilities are the empirical aspect of determining your calling. 
3. Opportunities

1. Consider your opportunities. What doors are opening? What needs to be done? Sometimes you cannot do what you want to do because there are simply no opportunities. I think most people are looking for that perfect job, but after a certain period of time, if an opportunity does not present itself, you need to do something. Even if you have to take a more humble job, doing anything for God is one way of loving your parents, friends, and roommates.  However if you are offered a job that maximizes your gifts, you should take it. 

2. Making more money is not sinful. But do not earn money for your own selfish reasons. Rather make more money so you can contribute to God’s church. 
3. Can you change your job and/or location?  You should consider, “Which job would help me to give maximum glory to God?” Your job is not the only thing you have to consider. You have to consider your family and church. Remember, there are three major callings in our lives: family, local church and occupation. Sometimes for the maximum glory of God, you may need to take a pay cut so that you can be of more service to the church. In these decisions you need to make a prayerful choice. What will help me to love people and God more? 

B. Does the redeemed heart redeem the world?

1. What I really mean is does a redeemed heart redeem the material world? When you heal somebody, they are healthy for a while but they eventually die. Why? Decay and destruction is God-ordained to picture what is happening in people. Unless there is final redemption, people will never be completely healed. Death will always be present and the world will never be completely redeemed. However, this does not mean we lay down in resignation. We need to fully participate in the healing and redeeming of people, as well as the redeeming of the world. Not because we can actually save the world by our own volition, but because our efforts picture Christ. The redemption of the world is coming. 
Conclusion

· I want to show one video clip of Michael Jackson. He died at the age of 50. I was really sad. I know about his life and I really pray that he trusted Jesus before his death. In one of his songs, Man in the Mirror, Michael sings, “there are so many people … but it’s got to start with the man in the mirror.” In other words, to change this world, I have got to change first.

· “I’m starting with a man in the mirror. I ‘m asking him to change his ways. No message could have been any clearer. If you want to make the world a better place, take a look at yourself and make a change.” – Michael Jackson
· The irony is that he could not change himself. He had incredible influence, but not a redemptive influence.
· Jesus, on the other hand, was an unpopular traveling preacher who had only a few thousand followers during his lifetime. Yet 2000 years later, he is still in the process of changing the world. 
· Many of you have the potential to make it in the world but what kind of influence do you want to have? Prayerfully make a choice – “Lord, I want to have a redeeming influence. Jesus, infuse yourself into me, infuse your character, heart, and love so that in whatever I do, my life will show the redeeming love of Jesus.” 

