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1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
Introduction

· We have been talking about God’s sovereignty through Chapter 9. God is absolutely sovereign; he is orchestrating everything in history to display the Gospel so that we can put our faith in him. He is in control over everything and nothing escapes from his fingers.
· The end of Romans 9 and now in Romans 10 talks about human responsibility; it focuses on our choice, our faith, and our response to His call. We need to put our faith in his sovereign display of the gospel. This passage talks about the righteousness that comes by faith.
· The passage will also talk about prayer for salvation. In verse 1, Paul prays for the salvation of the Israelites. We’ll address the question, “Why do we need to pray for the salvation of people if God is sovereign?” Next week, we’ll answer the question, “If God is sovereign, why do we have to present the gospel to others?” We must deal with these inquiries so that our Christian faith will not stay shallow, but grow with a deeper understanding in our Christian life.

· God is sovereign, but we do have real choices. Our choices are real in a way that we are responsible for them, yet God is still sovereign over our choices and in our choices. That paradox exists in the Bible. A lot of times, we think it is mutually exclusive. If something is our choice, then God is not sovereign, or if God is sovereign, we don’t have a choice. That’s not correct thinking according to Scripture. God is sovereign without disregarding our choices.

· So we must pray for people’s salvation even though God is sovereign. God has ordained us, as his people, to fellowship with Him and become more like Him. He ordained prayer so that our hearts can change, so that we can present the gospel in love, and so other people’s hearts can change. God desires to preach the gospel through us; this way, we can participate in the divine nature of Christ as we represent Him. He ordained our hearts to be like Him in love. We must have a good balance of vertical theology of Romans 9 and horizontal responsibility of Romans 10.

I. What is Righteousness? [1-4]
A. What it is not
Romans 10:2-3 says, “2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.”
1. The Israelites were not righteous. This passage is pointing out that though the biological Israelites had the Old Testament and participated in its festivities, they were not righteous. Why? They were zealous about the law and the processes, but missed what the process was leading to – Jesus.
2. Having emotion (zeal) or information (knowledge) is useful, but neither defines righteousness. Though we can have emotion, passion, and zeal for Christ, we can also love sin. Information itself is also not enough because we can have head knowledge without heart knowledge. The word for knowledge in this passage means more than just information; it describes a deeper and more intensive knowledge. The Israelites had information, the superficial fact that Jesus is coming, but they did not have spiritual knowledge.

3. They knew the Messiah was coming, but when Jesus actually came, they did not put their faith in Him. They had information, but no knowledge of Him. Knowledge of the Messiah should lead to faith in Jesus Christ.
B. What it is
Romans 10:4 says, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”
The word “righteousness” is important throughout the Book of Romans. Righteousness is the character of God personified in Jesus.

1. Righteousness in the Gospel – Chapter 1-2

a) Romans 1:17 says, “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The   righteous will live by faith.’”

b) This is talking about the righteousness of God for people who do not believe in Christ. Since God is holy and righteous and we are sinful, the wrath of God coming, which is what verse 18 says. The righteousness of God is a scary thing for those who do not believe.
2. Righteousness countered by faith in Jesus – Chapters 3-5

a) Romans 3:25 says, “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—”

b) The word used for justice is the same word for righteousness. This means Jesus Christ died for us on the cross so that we would be righteous. It’s talking about justification. We are in Jesus Christ, so we are in right standing with God. We are counted as righteous by faith in Jesus Christ.

3. Righteousness in our characters – Chapter 6-8

a) Romans 6:13 says, “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.”

b) Not only are we counted as righteous, slowly we become righteous in our character because Spirit’s nature has come into our hearts. It’s talking about the glorification process; we are becoming more like Jesus.
4. Righteousness of God manifested in redemptive history – Chapters 9-11

a) Romans 9:30 says, “What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith;”

b) Romans 10:4 says, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”

c) Jesus Christ is revealed in history. God’s righteousness and holiness is shown to the enemies of the world. Jesus Christ dies for us on the cross so we can become righteous. The whole history is about a history of righteousness. There’s a salvation of righteousness for everyone who believes. Romans definition of salvation is not about saving, but it is about righteousness.

5. Righteousness of God revealed through the redeemed people in daily lives – Chapters 12-16

a) Romans 14:17 says, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,”

b) Jesus is displayed through His people who have become righteous in their standing with God and are becoming more like Jesus in their character. God the Father is showing His righteousness through people in the world.
c) This is the full picture of what righteousness is through Romans. God’s righteousness is wrath for us, but with faith in Jesus we are justified. With Jesus Christ in us, we are being glorified. Righteousness is being displayed in redemptive history through the church of Jesus Christ. Through individuals who are in Christ, the whole world can see the righteousness of God.
d) If a man is standing in darkness and a light shines in his face, the man might feel uncomfortable or bothered by it. But if we are on the same side as light, whether the light is behind us or in front of us, it becomes a guide and it helps us in our walk.
e) The righteousness of God is like that, before we came to know Christ, light is something dangerous, we fear God’s righteousness in his wrath. But when we are on the side as God, righteousness of God is what shines in us and through us. It is like a light coming out into the world so that people can see Jesus Christ in us and through us.

C. What it looks like
Romans 10:1 says, “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”
1. Paul’s prayer and desire is for others to be saved. That’s what righteousness looks like in a person who is in love with Christ. They have the love for other people, and they have a passion to spread the gospel.
2. Desire, love, and prayer go together. If there is Christ-like love, prayer then must gush forth from our hearts. Desire is the fuel for prayer, but it is also the result of prayer. Desire is a foundation of prayer, as well as a fruit of prayer.

3. Jesus comes into our hearts so that we can show Him in whom we are, what we pray, how we feel. This means we must constantly pray for salvation and show Jesus Christ to the world.
4. George Mueller of Bristol, England, the founder of Great Faith Orphanage, known as an outstanding man of prayer, prayed for two friends from his youth years. He prayed for them for more than 60 years. One friend came to know Jesus in one of the last services George Mueller preached. The other one became a Christian during George Mueller’s funeral. One of the most important prayers for others is to pray for their salvation.
5. Usually, I encourage people who have non-Christian family members to keep on praying. May I use this moment to rebuke you? If you have stopped praying for the salvation of those who do not know Christ, I would like to rebuke you today in the name of Jesus Christ - you need to continue to pray for the rest of your life. Be more fervent in your prayer for those who don’t know Jesus Christ because it is such a biblical thing to do. It’s a command we have. When I pray for our church members, I pray for your salvation and the salvation of your family members. We need to do that – praying for those who don’t know Christ so they can receive the righteousness of Jesus.
II. How Do We Receive Righteousness? [5-7]
We receive it through faith.
A. How do we miss it? The Law
1. Romans 10:5 says, “Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: ‘The man who does these things will live by them.’”

2. The Israelites missed the intent of the law, which was to picture and point forward to Jesus. They misunderstood this and thought they could become righteous (or be saved) by the law.

3. Leviticus 18:5 says, “Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the LORD.”

4. Deuteronomy 30:12-14 says, “12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, ‘Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, ‘Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?’ 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.”

5. The quote from Moses is from Leviticus 18:5, and the rest of the verses (v.5-7) are from Deuteronomy 30:12-14. It seems like the Old Testament is saying that we can be saved by keeping the law, but the context of Leviticus and Deuteronomy are both after the circumcision of the heart, which means only after God changes our hearts are we able to obey. When we were in Adam, we all failed to obey the law, which only points forward to the need of a sacrifice, or the need of Jesus Christ, who will fulfill the law. Even the law is talking about faith; through the temple and the sacrifices, God was drawing an illustration of a spiritual truth in needing Jesus. They missed it. They had the knowledge, but not the personal knowledge of Jesus. 
6. We can easily miss it. Even in the church context, we can go through Sunday school and through the motions of church life and miss Jesus. You might be a pastor’s kid, elder’s kid, deacon’s kid, missionary’s kid, yet you could miss it. You could go through all the motions of CFC and miss it. Everything is for Jesus. Everything is because of Jesus and everything is for Jesus in the Christian life.
B. How do we receive it? Faith

1. Romans 10:6-7 says, “6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: ‘Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 ‘or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).”

2. Faith is not something that we can do; it’s something someone else has to do for us. We cannot bring Christ down, we cannot raise Christ up. The point is, only God can save. We cannot generate something we don’t have. Only when we have faith, we receive grace, and everything else is an overflow. 

3. It’s like coming down the slope while biking. When you’re coming down with the momentum of gravity, it’s easy. When we pray with grace of God in our lives, everything is easy even if circumstances may be hard. Have you ever experienced that? Christian life isn’t easy, but when you have the grace of God, everything can be easy.

C. The comparison of law and faith
Romans 10:4 says, “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”
1. Chart

a) This passage is comparing the law and faith. You will miss it if you rely on the law by your own strength; you must receive it in faith. This chart compares the law and faith.
	Law
	Faith (in Jesus)

	Adam [before Moses]
	Jesus

	Us in Adam before conversion
	Us in Christ after conversion

	Law was a requirement [to show we are like Adam]
	Law is expression of love [Jesus]

	Mode of salvation
	Mode of growth [in essence]

	Points to Jesus
	Teaches us how to be like Jesus

	Law of obedience for ethnic Israel
	Description of Spiritual Israel


b) When it says faith, it means faith in Jesus. When you see law, it’s talking about union in Adam. The left side describes law in Adam, while the right side describes law in Christ. We are either in Adam or in Jesus, we talked about this in Romans 5. Adam failed to obey the law. Jesus completely fulfilled the law.
c) Before conversion, law was a requirement for us in Adam. With this requirement, we failed and we sinned. God wanted to show us that we are just like Adam. With faith, after conversion, it’s about us in Christ, where law becomes an expression of love. The law is not a burden for those who love to obey. 
d) A lot of people think the difference between law and grace is the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament, but I don’t think so. It’s a comparison between us before we are Christian and us after we become Christian. 
e) In Adam, the law was a mode of salvation, but no one could achieve it. No one was righteous so no one could be saved. The law pointed to Jesus because it pointed to the need of a sacrifice on our behalf. For those who are in Christ, because Jesus fulfilled the law, the law becomes a mode of growth. It teaches us how to be like Christ and how to love God.
f) The law before faith in Jesus describes the biological Israel. The law for those in Jesus Christ is a description of spiritual Israel.
2. Jesus is the end of the law

a) The end of the failure of the law

(1) Jesus Christ perfectly and completely fulfilled the law. He lived a perfect, righteous life, obeying the law. Christ fulfilled all the righteous demands of the law as us.

b) The end of the condemnation of the law

(1) Therefore, because there’s no failure in us since we’re in Jesus Christ, there is the end of the condemnation from the law.

c) The beginning of the growth through the law

(1) Now the law becomes helpful to us as we grow in our spiritual lives.
3. Application

a) Be cautious of legalism

(1) You may not have the right motive. Make sure your heart is of love, not being legalistic but understanding the intent of picturing Christ.
b) Be cautious of libertarianism

(1) Jeremiah 31:33 says, “‘This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.’”

(2) The emphasis is on individual rights. Some people will say any law is too legalistic, but that could be out of a heart of rebellion. The law is still needed for us to grow in Christ. 

(3) A good example of this is in Romans 12-16. It says to become a living sacrifice and lists laws of do’s and do not’s. This is out of love, so we can display Christ. Ultimately, it is so that we can glorify God and honor Him as we picture Christ into the world.
III. What is Faith? [8-13]
This passage mentions two verses from the Old Testament. Verse 11 uses Isaiah 28:16 and verse 13 refers to Joel 2:32.
A. The path to faith
Romans 10:8 says, “But what does it say? ‘The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:”
1. Faith comes when the Word of God comes into our hearts. The word of God is near us. When the Word of God enters into our hearts, faith is generated. Remember Hebrews 4 says the Word of God is living and active. When God speaks His living Word, resurrection takes place. The Word awakes souls and we become alive.
2. A great picture of resurrection is in John 11, when Lazarus was a dead man until Jesus comes and says, “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus, though dead for four days, gets up because the Word of God had gone into his heart.
3. The Word awakens souls. The path to faith is through the Word of God. The only thing that can resurrect hearts is the Word of God.
B. The proof of faith
Romans 10:9-10 says, “9 That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”
1. Heart

a) Life is the proof of faith. The heart comes alive. There is desire and passion for righteousness and holiness.

2. Mouth

a) Then it overflows through your mouth. In your heart, resurrection takes place. 

3. In verse 9 and 10, it is talking about believing in the death and resurrection of Jesus, which is the gospel of God. When we believe, we come alive. When we come alive, what’s a sign of life? We start to make sounds and cry. When babies are first born, they cry. When the Spirit comes alive in us, we cry, “Jesus is Lord.”

C. The benefits of faith
Romans 10:11 says, “As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’” Some may think it is talking about having shame in front of people, but in Genesis 3, the shame was before God. We feel shame because we want the approval of someone. Some of you feel shame in front of people, some of you feel shame to yourselves. But here, it is talking about having no shame before God.
1. Covering

a) We are covered by the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Our shame is being covering by the blood of Jesus Christ.

2. Pleasing

a) No shame means God is pleased with us in Jesus Christ. It’s the pleasing approval of the Father. As we grow, we are absolutely pleasing to God. Our sin is covered and all we can do is to please God progressively more.
D. The universality of faith
Romans 10:12 says, “For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,”
1. The term “Jews and Gentiles” means all of humanity. Anyone can come to have faith in Jesus.
2. Some people wonder how to have faith. In order to have faith, you need the Spirit’s nature. It is a condition of the heart. Some people think it is a capability or ability, but this is not true. Faith is the ability of Jesus. Anyone who desires to receive Jesus can receive faith. According to this passage, it is offered to both the Jews and the Gentiles. It’s about believing. Listen to His Word and you will come alive and believe.

E. The potential of faith
Romans 10:13 says, “for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’”
1. This passage is a quote from Joel 2:33. When you look at that passage, everyone who calls on the name of the Yahweh. It’s calling on the name of God. Here in Romans 10, it is talking about Jesus. Jesus is God. God calls us in Romans 9 and we call on Him in Romans 10.
2. Most of this passage is addressing the church of Jesus Christ corporately, but in this section, it is talking about a singular, individual application. It is about you. Anyone can put their faith in Jesus and they will be saved.

3. In one of his books, Dr. Harry Ironside was talking about a young woman he led to the Lord on one occasion. She grew up in a Christian upbringing, but she had thrown away her heritage and lived a worldly life. She was dying of tuberculosis and came to Dr. Ironside and asked, “Do you think there’s any hope for a sinner like me?” Dr. Ironside showed her two passages – John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” and John 3:18, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.” He asked her, “Are you included in the ‘whoever’?” She understood and believed. A month later, when Dr. Ironside was speaking elsewhere, the lady’s pastor was there. The pastor told Dr. Ironside of a conversation before the woman had passed away. The pastor asked the woman, “Can you hear me?” The woman replied, “Yes.” “Do you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ?” “Yes” “What does He say about you?” “Not condemned. If you see Mr. Ironside, tell him it’s alright.”

Conclusion

· That is the message of the gospel, as we face the light of the righteousness of God, we are not condemned. I have been thinking about this song by Jason Mraz called “I’m yours”. I believe this is what our response to His call should be, “Lord, have me. I’m Yours.” The second verse says, “Open up your mind and see like me. Open up your plans, darn, you’re free. Look into your heart you’ll find love, love, love. Listen to the music at the moment people dance and sing, we’re just one big family. It’s our God-forsaken right to be loved loved loved loved. I won’t hesitate no more, no more. It cannot wait I’m sure. There’s no need to complicate, our time is short. This is our fate. I’m yours.” This is what our response ought to be, just say, “I’m yours”.
· There are many applications and things to think about. For some of you who have never trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, or some of you don’t know that you are alive. You are afraid to face the righteous light of God, pray to God, “Lord, come into my heart and life. I’m yours.” Some of you need to pray for your loved ones, for your friends, for your family members. Sometimes your prayer is more powerful than your presence in that place. Pray. Whether through your presence or others, God will work in their hearts. All they need is the Word through you or others.
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