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13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. 
Introduction
· We are finishing chapter 13 and continuing our talk about love. Verses 1-3 talked about the importance of love. If we don’t have love, we cannot pray, we are nothing, and we have nothing. Verses 4-7 talked about the characteristics of love. Paul personified what love is by describing what a loving person would look like in the daily life. And then verses 8-12 talked about the maturity of love. It talked about the sinless perfection which is fullness of love; love measures the maturity of a person. Now today, verse 13 talks about the permanence of love. When he says “these three remain”, he is not talking only about this life, but also for eternity.
· We have to understand love because “faith, hope, and love” is what we ought to have in our hearts as a test of our spirituality. It is a great way to check ourselves. Am I believing? Am I trusting? Am I hoping? Am I praying? How are my actions in my daily life, in my callings – family, job/school, church? It is a concrete way to check our spirituality and to evaluate ourselves.
I. The Misconceptions
A. Misconception of faith – Substance
1. There can be some misconceptions of the word faith because of semantics. In the two languages that I checked, Korean and English, the translation says we “have” faith. It sounds like faith is a substance, something that we can have in our pockets. The problem is, if faith is a substance and I do not have it, I would not know how to have more faith. It can be confusing and it is not practical. 
2. We will clarify that faith is a condition of the heart that we can apply to our lives; it is something that we can actually do. We can have this condition right now as we desire.
B. Misconception of Love - Feeling
1. The misconception about love is feeling. What does it mean when you love a spouse? If you feel like kissing her, you love her; if you do not feel like it, then it means you do not love her. The world says that love is a feeling, that is why you can fall in and out of love.
2. Here is a simple test. 1 Corinthians 13 says love is patient. Do you ever feel like being patient? You don’t feel like being patient, but you have to be, because love is not the same as feeling.
3. Love may include feeling, but not always. We have to distinguish desire and feeling. Feeling, or emotion, is the indication of whether you have received what you want or not. It is talking about fulfillment, but not really love or desire itself. Even as you love someone, you may not have the emotion because they are not giving you what you want. You can still have the desire to love because it is the right thing to do, and you want to do it before God.
4. Love is not a feeling. If love is just a feeling, you are in trouble, because there is no way you can be faithful. Even if you are married to someone, there will always be at least one person who is more attractive than your spouse.
5. Do not misunderstand; I am not saying that you will never feel like it. It may include feeling, but even when you don’t feel like it, you can choose to love.
C. Misconception of Hope - Wish
1. In English, hope is more like an uncertain wish, like when we say “I hope so”. 
2. Biblical hope is certainty of what will come based on the Word of God.
3. If you have wrong hope, you might not get it. But if you have biblical hope, you are just being patient because it is coming. It has not happened yet, but we can persevere.
II. The Commonalities
These three, faith, hope, and love, are grouped together, so there is a commonality here.
1 Corinthians 13:13 says, “13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”
A. What does it mean to “remain”
1. The word “remain” means to abide. 
2. It can refer to either a place or a time. You can say, “remain right here”, in reference to a place; it means to sojourn to and not depart from. It could also be a reference to time, meaning to continue to be, to endure and not perish. An example could be, “you remain until I say so”.
3. John 14:16-17 says, “16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever- 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”
a. This passage talks about the Holy Spirit being present in our hearts; it uses it both ways. 
b. In verse 16, “to be with you forever” emphasizes the time aspect, while “he lives with you and will be in you” in verse 17 focuses the location aspect. The Holy Spirit is in us, and with us, for eternity.
B. What does it mean that faith, hope, and love “remain”? 
1. The Capabilities of the heart
a. It means we have the capability to have faith, hope, and love in our hearts. Only believers can have this capability, because it is something that happens in the deepest core of our being. An unbelieving heart can have faith, hope, and love based on English semantics, but not in the biblical way. They can sit on a chair and believe it will stand, but biblical faith is different. If you are a Christian, your heart comes alive, and you have the capability to be different, to have faith, hope, and love.
b. Being a Christian is both a declaration of independence and of dependence. It is a declaration of independence from sin, and declaration of dependence on God. 
2. The Conditions of the heart
a. Not only do we have the capability, we also have the condition of the heart to have biblical faith, hope, and love constantly. As we look at this passage, it is about the condition of the heart in each moment; it is a choice of right now. Although we have sinful desires, we have the capability, through the Holy Spirit, to have faith, hope, and love in the biblical sense. 
b. Faith, hope, and love are like the faces of the heart. A heart that is alive can believe, can hope, and can love. It is a test of spirituality, it is a way we can check ourselves. Am I spiritual at this moment right now? Am I believing, am I hoping, am I persevering, am I trusting, am I loving? It can be a tool for evaluation, because only a believing heart can do this.
III. The Distinctions
Ephesians 2:8 says, “8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God –”
A. Faith
What is faith? It is the means for a believing heart to receive God’s grace. If you have faith, you can receive His grace.
1. Saving Grace. 
a. When we heard the Gospel, in the incredible interaction of God’s divine sovereignty and its interaction with our faith, we believed. God chooses, but we also choose. When we are able to have faith in Jesus, spiritual resurrection takes place. This is the capability of the heart.
b. When did it happen? When you saw the Cross. The Cross is the birthplace for our spiritual lives. We were all born at the foot of the cross. When our hearts saw Jesus and realized that he died for us, we believed and were born. 
2. Daily Grace
a. As we go to the Cross every day, through faith, we receive his grace. Through saving grace, we receive the resurrected heart. Through daily grace, we receive the resurrection power. Everyday, our heart comes alive and we get to believe, hope and persevere.
b. Ephesians 2:8 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-”
1. Faith is the means that the heart receives grace, especially salvation grace.
c. Hebrews 4:2 says, “For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard it did not combine it with faith.”
1. The Israelites had the Word preached to them, but it was not effective. They did not receive it with faith. As the heart believes, grace and power come into our hearts and minds.
d. More concretely, Romans 10:17 says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
1. As we hear the Word of God and our hearts takes it with faith, our ability to believe and trust grows. Through the Word of God, we can have stronger faith. We can receive the grace to minister and impact others, to transform the world.
3. Peter was walking on water, but when he looked at the winds and waves, he fell. Jesus said, “you of little faith”. Jesus was addressing his heart’s condition of faith at that moment. When Peter was looking at Jesus, his heart was in a condition of faith, there was power and strength and Peter was able to walk on water. When he looked at the wave, his heart was not in the condition of faith, so he lowered into the water. When we fix our eyes on Jesus, in faith, through the Word, we receive the power to walk in the journey.
4. When Jesus said “if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you have the power to move mountains”, what did he mean by “little”? He was not talking about amount, but the condition of faith. God is looking for any moment of faith to empower us. Pray and ask to be empowered right now. When you look at the waves and the winds, your heart is not in a condition of faith, and there is no empowerment or strength.
5. There was a man crossing an icy river. He did not know if the ice would hold, so he was crawling. Soon, he saw another man passing by on a 4-horse carriage, singing as he went along. The path was the same, but there were two different attitudes because the conditions of their hearts were different. Jesus Christ is the rock of our salvation, He is our foundation. He is loving us, strengthening us, guiding us and protecting us, but some of you are still crawling. We can be joyfully walking because of faith.
6. J. G. Machen said, “The more we know of God, the more unreservedly we will trust him; the greater our progress in theology, the simpler and more childlike will be our faith.”
7. I pray that there will be progression in your theology that affects your condition of faith. Always trust, always believe, never fear, always be empowered by his grace.
B. Hope 
There is a future aspect and a present aspect in hope.
Romans 15:12 says, “And again, Isaiah says, ‘The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.’”
1. All the people in the Old Testament were looking forward to the Messiah that was coming. There is a future aspect in the coming of Jesus throughout the whole Old Testament. In the New Testament, we have faith in Jesus that has already come, but we also look forward to when he will arrive in the second coming. The verse talks about the whole redemptive history – from Genesis to Revelation, the whole promise of God that will take place.
2. This affects our present as well. As a result of this foundation of the promise in Jesus, there is also a present aspect because we can hope. And hope, as written in the Bible, is often related to perseverance.
a. 1 Corinthians 13:7 says, “It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
1. As a result of future hope, we can have present perseverance. Jesus is our hope because the Lord is leading us to redemption through the whole redemptive history. Therefore, we can persevere.
b. 1 John 3:3 says, “Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”
1. Our present is affected because we know the hope we have in the future. As a result, we have the desire and motivation to purify ourselves right now.
3. A number of years ago researchers performed an experiment to see the effect of hope on those undergoing hardship. Two sets of laboratory rats were placed in separate tubs of water. The researchers left one set in the water and found that they had all drowned within an hour. The other rats were periodically lifted out of the water and then returned. The results showed that the second set of rats swam for over 24 hours. Why? The second set of rats had hope.
4. People commit suicide in this world because they no longer have hope. Those rats in the experiments had false hope, since they were going to die anyway. The truth in the Scripture tells us that we are going to be alive. Redemptive history means that we are being redeemed. We are going to live eternally, so we have hope. We need to have this truth in our minds and persevere through each day.
5. Our daily activities are connected to eternity because we are eternal beings. Our heart is always changing, so each moment we have a choice that can affect us for eternity. We never step into the same river twice because it is constantly flowing. In all your circumstances, we can either live miserably or live in faith, hope, and love.
C. Love 
1. Love is the motive of the heart.

a. It is important what we do in terms of actions, but we have to have love as the motive in our hearts.
2. Character.
a. The motive in our hearts grows into our character. Love is what we are being transformed into.
3. 1 John 4:7-8 says, “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”
a. It talks about the essence of who we are. God gives you his DNA and we become loving, because God is love. We can know that we are saved by the love in our hearts.
4. Paul shared the same thought in Ephesians 3:17, which says, “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,”
a. We grow into this loving kind of person because of our DNA of Jesus in our hearts. We have come alive spiritually, which means as we grow, we become more loving and more like Jesus.
5. Ephesians 3:19 says, “and to know this love that surpasses knowledge –that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”
a. I believe this is talking about how we will continuously be growing throughout all eternity because God is limitless. To have the fullness of God means we will grow infinitely. Some people think we will stop growing once we get to heaven. In heaven, we will be sinless, but we will still continue to grow.
6. 1 John 4:12 says, “No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
a. It also talks about growth. The motive of our hearts grows to become our character, and we are able to become a more loving person. Through our actions, love becomes the product of who we are. As we become more like Jesus, we become more loving.
b. For our church, I want to briefly mention about Heart Motives. The motive of our hearts and Heart Motives are different. All the heart motives can have this love as the foundational motive. Heart motives are just different ways we picture God, but everyone has to have love in their hearts as their motive.
7. Richard C. Halverson, the ex-pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, who was an US Senate Chaplain, said, “There is nothing you can to do make God love you more! There is nothing you can do to make God love you less! His love is Unconditional, Impartial, Everlasting, Infinite, Perfect!”
IV. Applications
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
A. Implications – We can do it!
We can do it because he has implanted in us the nature of Jesus by his Spirit. We have the capability to trust and to hope, and we have all the reason, all eternity, and all the power to love and become loving people. Right now, we can have declaration of independence from sin and declaration of dependence on God. We will be changing to be more like Jesus.
B. Applications – Just do it!
1 Corinthians 14:1 says, “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.”
1. Make sure your heart is filled with love. We have capability of these conditions, but many times our hearts are affected by our five senses. You may see, hear, smell, or feel something, and it hinders the condition of your heart. It is a very superficial thing that can affect our hearts eternally. We need to have the right focus to help us generate and maintain this condition of the heart. We have to guard our hearts and guard against other things that preoccupy our minds. 
2. It is a choice. Choose to love. People often say they complain because of the circumstances or people. This is why Paul says we can learn to be content in Philippians 4. We can choose. It is hard, it takes time and effort, but we can learn to cut off those wrong trains of thoughts that stimulate your heart.
3. Verse 1 Corinthian 14:1 says to follow the way of love. You have to fight, you need to pursue your motive of love. Set your heart on it, and make it your chief goal to love.
4. Some of you may be thinking, I cannot do faith, hope, and love all at the same time. Let me encourage you, because we are complex beings. Right now, we are breathing, thinking, and pumping blood all at the same time. When you keep doing it, it becomes a habit of your mind and a habit of your heart. It is like walking, you start by stepping with the left leg and then the right leg, but now you do not have to think about it. It is second nature to us.
5. I was thinking, if I died today, I probably won’t regret too much. This is not because I am perfect or sinless. Of course I sin and there are so many things I do wrong, but I repent and I try to learn from it and grow through it. I sin a lot, but I try to do my best. It is hard for me to have gone through the day better than that day, because I try my best each day. I try to be loving, I try to have hope, and I try to ask for God’s grace.
6. These are the three phrases that I use most often: “Lord, help me”, “Lord, I love you”, “Lord, thank you”. As I analyzed, I realized these three represent faith, hope, and love. “Lord, help me” asks for faith. “Lord, I love you” declares love. “Lord, I thank you” gives hope. Make your own phrases, but let it integrate these three things into your life, and it will help you.
C. Motivation – Keep doing it!
Why keep doing it? It will affect us eternally.
John 15:10-11 says, “10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”
1. When is this joy complete? The joy of the Father, son and Holy Spirit is infinite and eternal. To be more loving means to be joyful. Why do you have to keep doing it? We are going to grow infinitely and eternally.
2. Right now, on this earth, our capacity is decided. Jonathan Edwards explains that our hearts are like bowls. At the end of our lives, the reward is how much God can pour himself onto our bowls. I do not know how it will be quantified, but there will be reward difference in heaven, as well as punishment differences. You need to fight while you are alive, for the capacity in your heart to be more loving and be more like Jesus. Faith, hope, and love will remain, and it will depend on the capacity of our hearts.
3. Some people say, I don’t think I’ll be happy unless I have ‘this’. What is ‘this’? It may be sexual relationships, money, drugs, house, spouse, or applause. What is that blank for you? According to the Bible, we may not have sex in heaven, but we will have the pleasure higher than sex in heaven. Whatever your blank is, it is the pleasure from the blank that you are seeking. What the Bible says is that  in heaven when sinful nature is gone, we will have infinite pleasure, in the greatest intensity.
Conclusion
· In Heaven, why do we still need faith? It is because we are not God and we still need to ask. It is impossible to give us everything, because he is infinite. He is giving us more than we can ask for. But we are not God, so we can only receive daily grace.
· Why do we hope? It is because it is another day. We hope for more grace. On earth we hope for less suffering, in heaven we hope for more joy.
· Why is love the greatest? In the Bible it says God is love. Love is who he is, and it is who we are becoming every day, by his grace.
· The lie in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3 was that if man disobey God, man will be like God. However, the Bible says, only if man obeys God, will man be more like God. Hope for our faithfulness is his faithfulness towards us.
· Today is my wife and I’s 23rd wedding anniversary. Wedding anniversaries are great days to Americans to say, “oh, what a great day and we are still in love!” This is not really how the Bible describes 23 years of marriage. Song of Solomon is in the Bible, but there is also James 4:1 that explains that families fight because of selfishness. Let me be honest and say this, it’s hard to love as a sinner, and it is hard to love another sinner. Sure there is a romantic aspect; my wife is the love of my life and I will love her until death. But biblically and realistically, you need to become a warrior first before you can become a true lover. You have to learn to fight, not the other person, but in your heart. You have to choose to fight your heart and keep on going. God is faithful, and God is love, and he will enable us to do it. This precious eternal thing called love, that is what we will become.
· The problems in this world are not the causes of your problems; they are only a mirage of your problems. What is going on externally is really not your problem. The problem is in your heart. You cannot be a lover without first being a warrior. Our hope is that we have God, who is infinitely great and awesome, and infinitely powerful. He told us his promises and he is faithful. He tells us to ask, because he has more to give than we can ask or imagine, so that we can go and face another day on our knees. Let us say “Lord, help me, I love you, and thank you. I’m going to keep on going.” 
Closing song:
Faithful One
